	


	Quick Facts 

	Capital 
	Hamilton 

	Government 
	British overseas territory with internal self-government 

	Currency 
	Bermudian dollar (BMD); par with US dollar 

	Area 
	53.3km² 

	Population 
	65,773 (July 2006 est.) 

	Language 
	English (official), Portuguese 

	Religion 
	non-Anglican Protestant 39%, Anglican 27%, Roman Catholic 15%, other 19% 

	Electricity 
	120V/60Hz 

	Country code 
	+1-441 

	Internet TLD 
	.bm 

	Time Zone 
	UTC -4


Topography[edit]

Bermuda consists of about 138 islands and islets, with all the major islands aligned on a hook-shaped, but roughly east-west, axis and connected together by road bridges. Despite this complexity, Bermudans usually refer to Bermuda as "the island". In terms of terrain, the islands are comprised of low hills separated by fertile depressions, and interspersed with a complex set of waterways. 

Climate[edit]
Bermuda has a subtropical climate, with hot and humid weather from spring through fall, but chilly daytime temps in the 60sF in wintertime, as well as wintertime lows of around 52F. The water also cools down into the 60sF in the wintertime. Humidity levels are, however, pleasant in the wintertime. The Gulf Stream does help the islands maintain a subtropical climate, despite being so far north. 

History
Bermuda was first settled in 1609 by shipwrecked English colonists headed for the infant English colony of Virginia. The first industry on the islands was fruit and vegetable cultivation to supply the early American colonies. The islands took a carefully unofficial role during the American War of Independence, with much of Washington's armaments coming from a covert (and likely locally complicit) raid on the island's armoury. 

Tourist travel to Bermuda to escape North American winters first developed in Victorian times. Tourism continues to be important to the island's economy, although international business has surpassed it in recent years. Bermuda has developed into a highly successful offshore financial center. A referendum on independence was soundly defeated in 1995. For many, Bermudian independence would mean little other than the obligation to staff foreign missions and embassies around the world, which can be a strong obligation for Bermuda's small population. 

Respect
It is considered good manners when greeting someone, a shop assistant or the Premier, to say "good morning", "good afternoon" or "good evening" and to do the same when leaving them. Try to avoid talking about politics or religion unless you know the person very well. 

Most Bermudians are very accommodating when it comes to helping out or answering any questions a visitor may have. Just stop someone on the street, or pop into any shop and ask. 

In Bermuda, it is common for a tip to be included in your bill, whether hotel or restaurant.  However, in the event one is not, a 15% tip is customary.  Make sure to tip taxi drivers 10%, or even more if the driver is transporting tourists from the beaches to elsewhere. It is not unheard of for drivers to turn passengers away if they are sandy or soaking wet. 

Travel to the Island:
By plane
· Bermuda International Airport (IATA: BDA) (ICAO: TXKF), Phone +1 (441) 293-2470, [1]. There are daily flights from Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Charlotte, Newark, New York, Philadelphia, Toronto and Washington, together with less frequent flights from other US and Canadian cities. British Airways fly from London (Gatwick) to Bermuda. 

There is a $25 airport tax for all passengers. Bermuda's Airport has the world's highest landing/parking fee for airlines, so the overall price for the air ticket (inc. all taxes) is considerably higher than for many Caribbean destinations. 

Arriving passengers will need to pass through Immigration and Customs, and non-residents must have a return or onward ticket. Importation of narcotics and weapons (including all forms of guns) is strictly prohibited, as are any live marine animals, snakes or plants. 

Taxis are available at the airport; depending on time of arrival and destination they may cost up to $50. Rates to and from the airport are set and posted. Hire cars are not available (see 'Get around' below). 

One plus for visitors arriving from the US is that customs and immigration clearance is done in Bermuda prior to boarding your flight home. This allows for easy domestic connections on arrival in the US. 

By boat/yacht
Bermuda receives many visits from cruise ships during the summer months, with most ships operating from the ports of Baltimore, Boston, Bayonne, New York, Charleston, Norfolk, Miami/Ft Lauderdale, and Philadelphia on the eastern seaboard of the United States. 

The same immigration and customs rules apply as for arrival by air (above). 

Public transportation
The island benefits from an excellent and frequent bus service, which connects all parts of the islands to Hamilton. The buses are air conditioned and used equally by locals and visitors. When catching a bus look out for the pink and blue painted poles which denote bus stops; pink indicates buses heading into Hamilton; blue heading out from Hamilton. Note that buses will not accept passengers with a lot of luggage. 

There are also passenger ferries which ply the waters of Hamilton Harbour and the Great Sound, and are a great way of getting to Somerset and the Dockyard. There is also a ferry service between the Dockyard and St. George. Transportation passes valid on both buses and ferries are available for unlimited use for periods of 1 to 31 days and cost $12-$55. A one-way bus or ferry trip costs $4. Ask the bus driver for a transfer if you must connect to another line. 

Taxis are another easy way of getting around the islands. They are available at taxi stands on Front St. in Hamilton, at the major hotels or by phone. All taxis are fitted with a meter and charge $4 for first mile plus $1.40 for each subsequent mile. If not in Hamilton, you can always flag one down on a major road or call to have one pick you up. 

With many services in Bermuda, but especially with taxis (though not with buses and ferries, which are very punctual), there is a concept of "Bermuda Time." You may find that when you call for a taxi to pick you up, they may not be as prompt as you would like. This may mean waiting an extra ten minutes, but remember that Bermuda is not at all fast-paced like many cities, it is much more laid back and relaxed here. 

See
There are surprisingly large number of excellent sightseeing places in this 21-square mile tiny island. 

Main Sightseeing Attractions : 

· Town of St. George. A scenic UNESCO World Heritage Site and the oldest, continually inhabited British settlement in the New World. It boasts small winding streets with typical British Colonial architecture with fountains, gardens and squares, cobbled streets and plazas. 

· Bermuda Maritime Museum, Pender Rd., Royal Naval Dockyard, Phone: 441-234-1418. The old limestone storage buildings, keep and fortress have been wisely redeveloped by the Bermuda Government into a tourist attraction and shopping centre. 

· Bermuda Aquarium, Museum, and Zoo, 40 North Shore Road, Flatts Village, Phone: (441) 293-2727. Centerpieced by a 140,000 gallon replica coral reef, this one of Bermuda's main attractions. Over three hundred birds, reptiles and mammals and 200 species of fish. 

· Crystal and Fantasy Caves, Wilkinson Avenue, Bailey’s Bay, Phone: 441-293-0640. Two quite different caves to see. 

· Spittal Pond (note: This was heavily damaged by Hurricane Fabian in 2003 and the process of fixing the trails and trees is still ongoing.) 

· Devil's Hole Aquarium, Harrington Sound Road, Hamilton, 441-293-2727. "Fish" for reef fish and turtles with bait, but no hooks. 

· Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute, 40 Crow Lane, East Broadway, Pembroke, just outside of Hamilton, Phone: 441-297-7219.

· Bermuda National Trust Museum known as the Globe Hotel
· Gibbs Hill Lighthouse, St Anne's Road, Southampton. One of the oldest cast iron structures in the world. First lit on May 1st 1846. 

Swim
Go to one of Bermuda's lovely pink sandy beaches: 

· Horseshoe Bay Beach, Southampton Parish. Beautiful pink sand beach bordered by rocky areas suitable for snorkeling. Probably the most photographed (and most popular) Bermudian beach. 

· Day Cruises, Day cruises will give travelers the opportunity to discover the wide variety of sea life that dwells in Bermuda's crystal-clear waters. The trip takes you to 2-3 different locations to get closer to the reefs and noted shipwrecks. Jessie James Cruises. 

· Elbow Beach, Tribe Road #4, Paget Parish. Another beautiful pink sand beach between Coral Beach, Elbow Beach and Coco Reef hotels. 

· Tobacco Bay, St. George Parish. A boulder-sheltered, shallow, warm-water beach which is a favourite of cruise ship passengers. 

· Achilles Bay / St. Catherine's Bay, Northeastern St. George Parish. Can be reached on foot from St. George square or shuttles are readily available. 

· Clearwater Beach / Turtle Beach / Turtle Bay / Long Bay / Well Bay / Soldier Bay, in St. David's near the eastern end of the airport runway. Located on former US Air Base lands used for NASA tracking station at Cooper's Island. 

· John Smith's Bay Beach, Hamilton Parish. Nice pink sand beach. Summer lifeguards. Usually a mobile food concession. 

· Shelly Bay, North Shore Road, Hamilton Parish. Lots of shallow water and a large playground make this great choice for families with small kids. 

· Chaplin Bay / Stonehole Bay / Warwick Long Bay, South Road, Warwick Parish. Warwick Long Bay is a very large beach. Chaplin and Stonehole bays, along with the accompanying Jonson's Cove, are pristine, picture postcard settings. They are made up of small and medium sized sandy inlets. 

· Snorkel Park, Royal Naval Dockyard, Phone: 234-6989. A limestone tunnel through the keep's wall puts you on the beachfront for snorkeling or water sports. 

Golf
Bermuda has many golf courses and driving ranges spread out along its length. 

· St. George Golf Course, St. George Parish, north of the Town of St. George. 

· Tuckers Point Golf Course / Mid Ocean Golf Course, St. George Parish, near Tucker's Town. 

· Ocean View Golf Course, Devonshire Parish on northern shore. 

· Horizons Golf Course, Paget Parish south-west. (9 holes) 

· Belmont Hills Golf Course, Warwick Parish east. 

· Riddell's Bay Golf and Country Club, Warwick Parish west. 

· Fairmount Southampton Princess Golf Course, Southampton Parish east. 

· Port Royal Golf Course, Southampton Parish west. 

· Bermuda Golf Academy and Driving Range, Southampton Parish west. 

Explore
Bermuda Railway Trail 

The bed of the former Bermuda Railway which was dismantled in 1948 after 17 years of service. Many sections still exist as a public walking trail stretching from St. George Town in the east end, through Pembroke Parish near the City of Hamilton and on toward Somerset Village in the west end. Many station houses, trestle footings and railway ties can be found. It offers spectacular views of the island and waters along its length. 

Bermuda Forts 

Bermuda has many examples of large fortifications and smaller batteries spread throughout the island which were built between 1612 after first settlement and manned until 1957. 

· Fort St. Catherine , St. George Parish north (has displays and dioramas and replica Crown Jewels) 
· Gates Fort, St. George Parish east (guarding Town Cut channel entrance) 

· Alexandra Battery, St. George Parish east 

· Fort George, St. George Parish (overlooking the Town of St. George) 

· St. David's Battery, St. George Parish east 

· Martello Tower / Ferry Island Fort, St. George Parish west (at Ferry Reach) 

· King's Castle / Devonshire Redoubt / Landward Fort, St. George Parish south (on Castle Island, accessed via boat) 

· Fort Hamilton, Pembroke Parish (overlooking the City of Hamilton) 

· Whale Bay Battery, Southampton Parish west. 

· Fort Scaur, Sandys Parish (overlooking the waters of the Great Sound) 

· The Keep at the Dockyard, Sandys Parish (within the Maritime Museum) 

Royal Naval Dockyard 

The sprawling stone building that were the former naval base to Bermuda now houses several different sites and attractions, including a pub located in the old Cooperage, or barrel-making facility; The Maritime Museum, offering the most extensive look at Bermudian history on all of the islands; or many shops located in the former naval administration building now known as the Clocktower Mall.
Eat
Two relatively unique Bermudian dishes are salted codfish, boiled with potatoes, the traditional Sunday breakfast, and Hoppin' John, a simple dish of boiled rice and black-eyed peas. Shark hash was made, fish cakes were traditional on Fridays, hotcross buns at Easter, and cassava or farine pies at Christmas.

Local dishes
Local specialties include: 

· Cassava pie. Farine is an alternate base. Traditionally eaten at Christmas, but becoming more commonly found in local markets year round. 

· Bay grape jelly. Bay grapes were introduced as a wind break. Although, like Surinam cherries and loquats, they are found throughout Bermuda, and produce edible fruit, they are primarily by school children. 

· Bermuda Bananas which are smaller and sweeter than others, are often eaten on Sunday mornings with codfish and potatoes. 

· Fish is eaten widely in the form of local tuna, wahoo, and rockfish. Local fish is a common feature on restaurant menus across the island. 

· Fish Chowder seasoned with sherry pepper sauce and dark rum is a favourite across the island. 

· Shark Hash. Minced shark meat mixed with spices and served on bread 

· Sweet Potato Pudding. is made from sweet potatoes, spices, and fresh orange juice. Served frequently during the holidays 

· Codfish Brunch. is a popular traditional Bermudian breakfast consisting of codfish that is boiled with potatoes and Bermuda (English) onions, as well as sliced Bermudian bananas. Expect to see this specialty dish at restaurants and bed and breakfasts during the weekend. 

Drink
Bermuda has two popular drinks: 

· Rum Swizzle which is a rum cocktail made of Demerera Rum (amber rum) and Jamaican Rum (dark rum) along with an assortment of citrus juices. Sometimes brandy is added to the mixture as well. Note, it is quite strong. According to local lore, it was named after the Swizzle Inn where it was said to be developed. 

· Dark n' Stormy is a highball of Gosling's Black Seal, a dark blend of local rums, mixed with Barritt's Bermuda Stone Ginger Beer. 

Talk
The principal language spoken is English, although many Bermudians have a strong accent. Bermuda has a unique accent not really similar to any other Caribbean country. Most people claim it resembles the Southern US in some cases. Portuguese is the second most widely spoken language. 
